WEDGEFIELD PLANTATION ASSOCIATION
POLICY MANUAL
SECTION X.	

ROAD & SAFETY


1.		ROADWAYS OF WEDGEFIELD PLANTATION

WPA has signed an Agreement with the Sheriff’s Department, which grants the Department jurisdiction to come into the Plantation for the purpose of enforcing traffic laws and animal control laws.

1.01   		Motor Vehicles- (Combustion or Electric)

1.01.01	All persons who operate any Motor Vehicle on the roadways of Wedgefield Plantation must have a valid operator license.

1.01.02	Unlicensed and unregistered Motor Vehicles, with the exception of Golf Carts and maintenance type vehicles, lawn mower, tractor, etc., are prohibited from being operated on Wedgefield Plantation roadways.

1.02	Golf Carts
1.02.01	The WPA shall require each property owner/s, who allows their golf cart to be driven by either himself or herself, members of his/her family or guests, to sign a waiver of liability releasing the WPA, its Board of Directors, and employees from any and all liability for any injury suffered by aforementioned individuals while (1) using or being on any road or property owned by Wedgefield Plantation Association, or (2) driving, riding, or otherwise using a motorized golf card on Wedgefield Plantation Association roads and property. See Appendix X-1
1.02.01	The owner/operator shall further agree to comply with all federal, state, and local laws pertaining to the use of motorized vehicles on Wedgefield Plantation roads.
1.02.02	The owner/operator shall further agree that all drivers of motorized golf carts must be sixteen (16) years of age or older and in possession of a valid driver’s license.
1.02.03	The owner/operator shall further agree to have current and valid insurance on the motorized golf cart(s)
2.	LOOSE AND STRAY DOGS
2.01	Georgetown County Dog Ordinance:
	Georgetown County has an animal restraint ordinance. 
The ordinance: Chapter 4, Article II, Section 4-22 & Section 4-24.
See Appendix X-2 & X-3


2.02	Board Policy:
	Many members of our community enjoy walking, bicycling, and jogging. We also have a number of small children on the planation who plays out of doors.
	If the Board is made aware of unrestrained or nuisance animals, it shall be the policy of the WPA to first contact the resident by letter to make them aware of the problem. If action is not taken, the Board will fine the resident per the fine schedule. Unresolved situation will be reported to the Georgetown County Animal Control Officer for investigation. 
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Appendix X-1

Golf Cart Use Waiver of Liability

The undersigned owner/operator agrees to assume all risk of accident or injury while on Wedgefield Plantation roads, and on behalf of himself, his heirs, guests, and their legal representatives hereby releases the Wedgefield Plantation Association, its Board of Directors and employees from any and all liability for any injury suffered by the members of his/her family or guests while (1) using or being on any road or property owned by Wedgefield Plantation Association, or (2) driving, riding, or otherwise using a motorized golf cart on Wedgefield Plantation Association roads and property.

The owner/operator further agrees to comply with all federal, state, and local laws pertaining to the use of motorized vehicles on Wedgefield Plantation roads.

The owner/operator agrees that all drivers of motorized golf carts must be 16 years of age or older and in possession of a valid driver’s license.

The owner/operator agrees to have current and valid insurance on the motorized golf cart(s).




STICKER#_____________

NAME ____________________________________________________

LOT #/ ADDRESS___________________________________________

PHONE___________________





						
					Appendix X-2
Sec. 4-22. - Rabies vaccination tag required. 
The owner of any dog must comply with the requirements of the "Rabies Control Act" of South Carolina as set forth in section 47-5-10 et seq. of the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended. 
A valid metal rabies tag must be attached to a collar or harness and worn by the animal at all times. If animal uses a different form of identification tag then the owner must have proof of compliance with Rabies Control Act. 
Any person whose dog is impounded for running at large and who has failed to vaccinate the animal as provided for in this article shall be required to have the animal vaccinated and provide proof of vaccination to animal shelter within five (5) business days of animal's release. Failure to provide such proof of vaccination shall result in a fifty-dollar fee, in addition to all other fees and charges to release the animal from impoundment. 
(Ord. No. 2007-06, 8-21-07) 
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											Appendix X-3										
Sec. 4-24. - Restraint of animals by owners. 
An animal control officer shall issue a summons if there is probable cause to believe that a violation of any provision of this ordinance has been violated, including the following violations: 
(1)	Running at large. It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dog to permit the dog to run at large at any time off the premises of the owner and not under restraint of the owner or other responsible person by means of a leash or other similar restraining device. Any dogs not so restrained will be deemed unlawfully running at large. 
No hunting dog is required to be constrained by a leash while it is actually engaged in hunting game during a hunting season recognized by the State of South Carolina, and under supervision. As used in this section, "supervision" means the owner of the hunting dog or his designee is either in the vicinity of the hunting dog or in the process of trying to retrieve the hunting dog. 
(2)	Special provision applying only to beachfront. It shall be unlawful to allow a dog to run at large or without a leash on or along the beachfront between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on any day. 
Between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. it shall be unlawful to allow a dog to run at large or without a leash on or along the beachfront, however, only during these hours an owner or keeper who can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the animal control officer that a dog is under the affirmative control of the owner or keeper by means of voice or other command, and provided further that the dog is not behaving in such a way as to become a nuisance to persons on the beach, shall not be deemed to be in violation of this section. 
(3)	Dangerous or vicious animals. It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper of a fierce or dangerous dog, or a dog which has bitten some person, to permit the dog to run at large or be possessed in public within the county, and if such a dog is found by the county authorities in violation of the terms of this section, then the county authorities shall have the right to capture or impound such dog and have the dog humanely euthanized by a qualified person. 
(4)	Disturbing the peace. It shall be unlawful to keep, harbor or maintain any domestic pet which howls, barks, whines, or cries to such extent as to materially interfere with or affect the health, comfort, peace and quiet of the public or the reasonable use and enjoyment of the neighboring properties. 
a.	Complaints. Upon receipt of a complaint from a household in close proximity of the offender that a person within two hundred (200) feet of a residence in Georgetown County is violating the provisions of this section, the animal control officer or the appropriate law enforcement officer shall notify the owner or keeper of the pet that complaints have been received and investigate the complaints. If the investigation determines that the complaints are justified, the animal control officer must notify the owner of the pet to correct the violation within three (3) days of receiving the notice. 
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b.	Failure to correct. Should the owner or keeper of any domestic pet found to be in violation of this section fail to correct said violation after three (3) days, the owner of said domestic pet shall be subject to the penalties for violations provided herein, with each day in violation constituting a separate offense. 
(5)	Public Nuisance. No owner shall fail to exercise proper control of his animals to prevent them from being a public nuisance. 
(6)	Responsibility of owners for removal of excreta deposited by animal on public property. The owner and/or keeper of an animal or pet shall be responsible for the removal of any excreta deposited by the animal on public property, including the beachfront. Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined for each offense. 
(7)	Penalties for violation. Any person who violates the provisions of this section may be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first offense, and not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for all subsequent violations. 
(8)	Separate offense. Each violation of any subsection of this article shall constitute a separate offense. 
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